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Abstract:

Disputes frequently arise between wildlife carers as to what constitutes appropriate care
for a particular species of animal.  Such disputes often escalate to the point where law
enforcement bodies such as National Parks and the RSPCA are requested to get involved. 
In the absence of definitive legal standards and guidelines it can be difficult for law
enforcement bodies to deal with these disputes, particularly in cases where even the
experts cannot agree. In these situations it is helpful to have definitive guidelines for law
enforcement bodies to have regard to with a view to resolving the dispute in the best
interests of the animals concerned.

This presentation aims to briefly:

• identify the current Codes of Practice, Standards, Guidelines or other instruments
which have legal effect for the care of wildlife already operating in Australia;

• consider the legal status of such instruments; and
• to provide some brief comments and observations on the processes for developing

such standards and issues with their enforcement.     
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