
Recognition of Pain in Animals. 
 
 
Below are some examples of animals with a variety of injuries showing how they might 
express their pain. 
 

 
 
 
 Joey protecting right front leg after  

muscle injury from predation. Right 
arm is dropped, left arm is guarding the 

injured side. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Ringtail possum after cat attack. 
Notice curled, defensive position. 

But eyes are vacant and staring. The 
animal is not attempting to hide in 

the toweling. 

This barn owl with a broken wing is 
hunched up, eyes shut – rather than 

watching the predator (me). 


