Attempted relocation of Grey-headed flying foxes at Singleton, NSW-

Great expectations and unexpected outcomes
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A small population of Grey-headed flying foxes began roosting above the war memorial in Burdekin Park, Singleton NSW in 2000.  After considerable public debate the Singleton Council established a Steering Committee to decide whether to relocate the animals prior to ANZAC Day celebrations in 2003.  The committee was poorly informed about camp dispersal experiences at other sites and had unrealistic expectations about the ease with which relocations occur, their long-term success and the resources required. Nonetheless the decision was taken to relocate the flying foxes and the necessary licence was acquired from NSW NPWS.

Several disturbance techniques that had proven unsuccessful at various other camps were approved under the conditions of the licence.  These techniques again proved unsuccessful in relocating the flying foxes at Singleton.  During the course of the disturbance, considerable damage was done to the footpaths and lawns of the park and the final expenditure of $42,000 was seven times that budgeted for.  On ANZAC Day 2003, several hundred flying foxes (Grey-headed and Little red) occupied  Burdekin Park.
 The experiences at Singleton raise several animal welfare concerns. I recommend that more stringent conditions be applied to licences for relocating flying fox camps, that management plans for camps be in place prior to approval of licences, that relocations not be approved until there is a better understanding of the impacts on animal health and ecology, and that wildlife managers responsible for flying fox camps be educated about flying foxes and camp histories.

